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FRIEND. 


SIR, 


Remember at our laſt Conyerſe, you was pleas'd to ask 
me, Whether I did not much admire, that the' Scors 
' W - ſhould ſomoderately temper themſelyes in Parliament, 

as to the Duke's ſuppos'd being a Papiſt, after that 


' Point had been fo ſeverely Profecuted by our late Zzg/iſh 


Repreſentatives ? | 
To which, Sir, taking my ſelf. fomewhat better _ 
now, to return youan Anſwer,. thanT was then, I muſt fay, 
That if England made it a matter-of Conſcience, as to it's 
Religion and Intereſt, it was no lefs queſtionable, if Scorland 
would Confpire on the fame Account : ' Not that I believe 
they arc in Love with Popery more than we; but rather hold 
It proper to diſpoſe their ends by a more gratefal Byafs, than 
by touching on that point. Andaif all this be attributed 'to 
the deference of their Natures, the calmneſs of their Obedi- 
ence, together with a general Reluctan cy of their--paſt 
Tranſactions, their Intentions, perhaps, may be much tmmi- 
ſtaken. And, for my part, I ſhould be loth to ob them 
ſo far, as to Credit their Actions inſtead of their Defign and 
Meaning. Yet it: 
And ſince you haye thus occafion'd my Freedom, ' cer- 
cainly, Sir, if chis be well inſpected, it muſt diſcoyer a Tongs 
A 2 | Kknac 
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knack of Scottiſh Policy, where it is predominant. Or what 
does it otherwiſe appear, than that they would chuſe to be 
the Duke's on the moſt extraordinary and dangerous ac- 
count, 1n reſpect. of the oppoſition of Erg/and (though in 
point of Religion)- that can at any time befall his Intereſt. 

Andall chis egg with ſuch in cxcceding Manifeſtation of 
rs Loyalty, that it muſt ſeem ro ſurpaſs all Queries or 
Boundatics «cv hy Unleſs in che future, or rather as oc- 
caſion belt offers, rhey let looſe fome Keſervd or Tacit Con- 
ception, whereby they may, on good Terms to themſelves, 
impede ſuchcheir Indefinite Aſſurances, asthey never intended 
beyond a more beneficial Emergency, whenſoever it ſhould 
happen. A Method very ſurable ro-rhe uſual Obſcuricy of 
Scotch lncegricy and- Principles, as alſo chow conſiderably 
they are generally quality'd and convey'd, cannor be the 
doubt of any that have. well perceiv'd the di{{ipation of ſuch 
Mitts, as have guided not a few of their lareand former Ma- 
Nagements. 

And to be home.with them, I doubt nor to affirm, That 
underwharſocycr Circumttancesthe Duke appears tg be moſt 
Arbitraty diſpos'd,i relating torhe preſent JunEture and Com- 
plexion of che Ergli/b-Naton, the more acceptably will his 
Concern be cſpous'd and influenc'd by ſome preſent Scoztijh 
Concurrence. - Becauſe rhart leſs than fo full a miſ-underſtand- 
wig cannot amply enough. advance their hopes, or what 
they.would attain from England thereby. As alſo, that an 
Exorbirant Intereſt embrac'd on their part, (if by any acci- 
dentImprovd) will give more unlimited Scope and Cauſe, of 
quarrel, in order to fuch Acquiſitions, that may moſt profi- 
tably and largely anſwer their Endeavours. Whereas other- 
wiſe, they muſt be Aſſiſtants on Terms and Limitations, 
which might not ſo pregnantly Correſpond with not a few 
Scottiſh Inclinations. | | 

And I rake it for no ſmall Error in whoſoever does Judge, 
that by any Court-Deſign of the Dukes, - or any body for 
him, that the Scors ſeem ar preſent ſohot in his behalf. 

Whereas it 1s manifeſt, that nothing more could confiſt 
with their Arbitrary Politicks, relating ro England, than to 
be ſuch as he found them. Ir. being held, I ſuppoſe, ano- 
cher kind of adyantage for them, to take upon them Loyal- 

| | wi 
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ty at large, eſpecially where they found it night be reſented 
by our Nation,(as.1n caſe of the Duke's Behet and Succeſſion) 
than could poſſibly accruc to them by any Linutations of 
Confederacy, or by preſcribing a tew Arucles of Reformati- 
on, as was their late Covenant ; by reaſon the latter could 
only operate on our Perſwaſtons,or Conſciences, without any 

robable alteration of our Intereſt ro any compleat Scorch 
purpoſe. . Whereas the former does conclude far more in 
point of Expectation ; or what may emerge from the' Ani- 
moſities and Diſcompolſure of their Neighbour. Nation. 

But to ſhew you, Sir, how þericctly they watch all adyan- 
tages, 1n oppoſition to us, and withall, how little. they are 
kind to the ſuppos'd Belief of his Highneſs. I dare aſſure 
that Gentleman, That in Caſe there had been firſt any Con- 
deſcention obtain*d from the Parliament of England, as to 
his conceiy'd Perſwaſion, or that we had beenon any Terms 
reconcil'd to his Succeſſion on that account, he ſhould ſoon 
have found the greateſt part. of thoſe in that Nation, that 
ſeem ſo carneſtly to hope (though perhaps bur to better their 
National Sun-ſhine) for his Rifing to a Throne, to have been 
ſo far provok'd by our Compliance, as to haye proy'd his 
moſt Zealous Oppoſites. And Iam confident, That if eyer 
our State ſhall be ſo Temper'd, as to make any Expedient' for 
his Succeeding to our Scepter, that they will foon Recoil, 
or be more ready to Reject him, than eyer he perceiy'd from 
the Breath of a Houſe;at Commons. And this might have 
been, vice verſa, another Intercſt at large, not at al] unſuira- 
ble to the Complicated Genius of that Nation. On which 
account that Royal Perſon is not to hope that the Scots (in 
reſpect of the Circumſtances he is under) will ever fo much 
' Conduce to his advantage as their own. And which they 
can improve and alter as beſt fits the Caſt of their Aftairs. .To 
be ſure,their Deſignes ſhallalwaysbe ſo diſproportion'd co his, 
that where he ventures much, they will be fare ro hazzard{ little. 
For Example, Thereis no man candoubt, (from Reaſons al- 
ready mention'd) but they would affiit him (it time calld) to 
be as Arbitrary as he could make himſelt in Eng/and, provided 
they mignt ſhare kewiſe there, on the ſame account. 

But he ſhould be certain at the ſame Time to have lf; 


adyantages 12 Scotland, Or at leait ſuch as are rot worth'the 
B Jet 
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leaſt conſiderable Jewel of the Engliſh Diadem. Beſides 


that Scotland, by our late Martial Conflicts with  thac 
Nation, is well enough known to be-rather 1n a Condition 
co Traffick with a War, whereby to make their returns in 
Money, than any ways Soul'd or Capacitated ro go much 
furcher with the Engliſh Nation. 

And it may be no Politick miſtake to Judge, that all their 
outward glofſing Demeanours towards his Highneſs, at this 
preſent have not much a' larger Compaſs ; atleaſt, Scors 
are not ſo Imprudent, as not tobe Contented with what they 
can obtain, inſtead of what they would otherwiſe pretend to, 


when their Acquieſcence is throughly requir'd by Force. And 


this was well perceiv'd in their Rendition of the late King for 
a Sum of Money, when at the ſame time they ſeem'd to be 
acted by another kind of Conſcience : A Conſideration thar 
may deſerve a due Concernment from his Highneſs, if ever 
fo unfortunate as to ſurvive his Royal Brother, and ar we 
_ - ameInſtant not held Capable of being Enthron'd by the free 
* conſent of an Ergliſh Parliament: Infomuch that all the moſt 
palliated Aſſurances the Duke can efte& by any means on 
the Scotch Nation, may tend rather, in the end, to his haz- 
zard and Perſonal Deprivation, than any Progreſs cowards the 
Engliſh Soveraignty. | 
And certainly it will be very hard for Scotland to Impoſe on 
England, on any Terms, a Point fo well known to them, that 
I am confident they will venture noting more on any ſuch 
account, than what tends to better themſelves by ſome Tem- 
porary Advantages, unleſs they ſee the Courſe of things ac- 
cidentally tempt them further, than any Judicious Proſpect 
can at preſent aſſure them. Howſoever, it will Iye in their Pow- 
er, that where they cannot make their Acceſſions Concurrent 
with the Duke's, they will ſtill be in a- Capacity to Decline 
him when they pleaſe, and by which means they may ſo order 
their Deſigns, as not to come off Looſers. And if 1 were 
that worthy Gentleman, I ſhould notexpe&t much ſounder 
Proceedings from that People: For though it may be ſoon 
ranted, that many Eminent of the Scorch would much ra- 
ther be Great and Splendid Courtiers at London, than as they 
ſtand ſhaded at Edinburgh. Yet, were I a Popih Succeſlor, 
(as ſome body is ſuppos'd to be )I ſhould ashardly be brought 
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co rely on Scotti/h Faith for my Enchronement in England, as 
I could believe at the ſametime one of cheir High-land Moun- 


rains was deliver'd of a Mouſe, that next croſs'd the Sea into 
| Ireland, as amiraculous Token of my Aſſurance and Suctels. 


- If Scots, in the late Kings time, with ſome proneneſs ap- 
pear'd provokd, by reaſon of a few Ceremomious Niceries 11 
matters of Worſhip, to abandon the Eccleſiaſtical and Civil | 
Authority of their Prince, would not a Man admire that a 
Repreſentative of the ſame People ſhould appear in carneſt to 
ſwallow a Popiſh Succeſſor (if ſo) at one Gub? Or that a- 
ny Body, or they themſelves, can conceive their Faith, Allegi- 
ance, or Manners more improv'd in the Latter, than they 
would be thought in the former? Certainly no : Yer thus 


ſeems much like the Juggle that theſe profound Subjects of 


the North would put upon Heaven, their Prince, and their 
Neighbour Nation, and that with no leſs a Confidence, than 
their publick Authority and Teſt to that purpoſe. | 
If it be alledg'd in their behalf, that through their Salf- 
conviction, in relation to former Crimes and diſobedience; 
they have reduc'd themſelves to a more obſcquious or fuller 
Duty, than they have acknowledg'd in foregoing times ; ara- 
tional Man might well admure how this ſhould juſt fall upon 
their Underſtandings, with the Duke of 7ork's Reception; or 
on what account they would impart themſelyes to the World 
berter Chriſtians, or Subjefts, accaſiondfrom the Duke's O- 


pinion or Preſence, than they had been Character'd at other 


Seaſons ; a Query that might require a Solution from them- 
ſelves, when they Judge it convenient to be render'd. 
In the mean time, the Refidence of the Duke amongſt 
them, has not only ſpread the largeneſs of their Expecta- 
tions; incident to his and their Methods, as poſſibly they 
may be manag'd ; but has likewiſe exceedingly warned 
their very general and longd efires, of having the face 
and benificial repute of a Court continud in Scotland: 
A thing that cannot but be very Commodious to a poor and. 
low Intereſted People in other Reſpects ; the withdrawing of 
which they bave neyer took well from England, fince the U- 
nion of the Kingdoms, well knowing that what it has added 
to us, isin ſome meafure ſubſtracted from them. An Op& 
ration ſo prevalent ori the Pride ahd profitable parts - _ 
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Underltandings, and for which Erg/and hasfo much oftheir 
Odium, chat I aflure my felt, whenſoever the Duke ſhall re- 
move his Being trom that Kingdom, they will take 1t very hat- 
noufly at his Hands, # not occaſion him to repent that he 
ever beſtow'd his Preſence ſo long within their Climate: Un- 
al atlaſt, it deſtitute of real quarrel, (inſtead of which their 
Inventions are luxuriantenough to furniſh them with what 1s 
equivolent to ſerve as well) they ground not only a high 
diſtate on his Removal, but expect ſuch a continud warm- 
neſs from a Court, that 'tis hkely they may demand no leſs 
chan its permanent Influence amongſt them ever after. And 
this I conceive may probably conclude the Acknowledgments 
that the Duke may have from their gratitudes hereafter,whuch 
cannot proceed from any other Motive than their averſ1ons to 
England, together with their Apprehenfion that the Duke 
ſhould be any thing here; inſtead of what they deſign him 
there. And you may be aſlurd, that it 1s more from the 
neglect he has recciv'd from England, and which they hope 
to improve, than from any reallity of Scotch Duty, or Fa- 
yours.that he has found ſuch a welcome from them. 

And if ſo, the proſpect that his Highneſs can have from 
Scotland (though fill'd enough with themſelves) will add lit- 
| tleto his Concern in England: Atleaft, if his Intereſt be no 
otherwiſe intended there, than as he ſtands on worſe terms 
here (of which there 1s roo much ground to doubt) and 
gives him too much Afurance, that if he could accord the 
Scnſe of this Nation he ſhould ſufficiently diminiſh his Repu- 
cation witi them, 1n reſpect it 15 ſo hard to unite Intereſts on 
any account, as we ſtand under one Monarch. On which 
Conſideration” I cannot perceive what future good. can 
accrue to the Duke by any Intrigue with thac People. 'Tis 
true, they may enable him more, perhaps, to hazzard, on 
his Account and theirs together, the Rule he may claim in 
England; but itis' far more probable, that they ſhall never 
be: able to. perfect by their Attempts his . advance to our 
Throne, fince_by Armes they may be Judged not to be e- 
nough ſtrefigthend'to accompliſh that work. As on the 0- 
cher fide, there 1s no leſs danger that cheir underſtandings by 
means of their Intereft(ashas been inſtanc'd already) will never 
fully cuderchem to. comply with any accord that nugat tend 
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' xo the Duke's Reconcilement with England, unleſs they are 


well paid for the Bargain : Which ſhews enough of the dou- 


| ble-face, or various'contrivance of the Srors at this preſent. 


And may Alarm the Duke, that he may as ſoon be relinquiſh'd 
for fomeends, as be aſſiſted for other, by Scorch Loyalty. And 
if 1 were his Highneſs, I ſhould judge ic much the ſame, 
(if not berter) ro jntermix none of my Intereſt (as to England) 
with Srortiſh Intrigues, rather than to forward their Capa- 
city of, advantaging themſelves by my Prejudice, when they 

find 1r conſiſtent with their Aﬀeairs: | i. 2 
Beſides all this, there is nothing more uncertain than to 
make out what 1s properly, or what ſhall continue the above- 
board Scorch Intereſt, if we ſtrictly rax either their Religion, 
Honour, or Profit. | F | 
For as 1t may be allow'd a Maxim of State, That a poor” 
Nation will leaſt of all within it felf entirely Confpire exher 
in Duty, Allegiance, 'or the like, (whereas all motives to a 
rich People are far ſooner united or comprehended, there be- 
ing leſs Temptation to their Diſſentments) ſo they will never 
be without ſuch variery of Proſpe&ts, as may moſt improve 
whatthey would foreſce in-future, but ſtill with-this reſerve, 
that whenſocver one Party ſhall be allow'd moſt predominant 
in point of Concern and Emolument, that the other ſhall be 
{ure to bewav'd, or take occaſion to face about with them, as ' 
things ſhall beſt Operare for ſuch a Converſion of Thoughts 
and Principles. And this may be readily obferv*d in the pre- 
ſent poſture of Scotch managements, where we find not on- 
ly a double-fac'd Intereſt of Religion and Deſigns, but no 
leſs a Perſon than the Earl of Arg7/e viſibly the Head ofa ve- 
ry conſiderable Party. By which means, and his Eminency 
inthat Nation, together with his Jate prevented Deſtruction, 
there 15 largely Convey'd, and no lefs quicken'd, as full a 
concern (if not greater) ofthat People, as whar can be calld 
the Dukes Party there. And what does this Import more, 
than thatif they cannot riſe with him, there ſhall be enough 
in readineſs againſt him, or to prevent their falling with him ? 
And 1t cannot be deny'd, but this kind of Colluſion 
has accidentally conferr'd ſomething ro whar concerns the 
Engliſh there. Whilſt being divided; as will ever be their Talent) 

in their ſenſe of what is to be propagated as their largeſt Inte- 
ret, 
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ret, they have muchabated the Prejudice that-Ergland might . 


otherwiſe receive from thence, on any accapgt.. So that at I 
take nothing from the Honour ofthe Earl, oft Argile, or. his 


proceedings there, as to his particular Perſon, with other his. 
Adherents, I may well afhrm, That as: their Deſigns ſeem 
variouſly Complicated, fo there appears no ks an Intention 


in fore, to oblige themſelves by having it 1a ther . Power, . ro 
comply with England when they. judge fit; than there 1s in 
others to be adyanc'd by their Oppoſition. -. | _ 
Nay,ſuch as will daily more improve towards usfrom them, 
as their-miſ-underitandings ſhall conrinue,. or be heightned 
moſt for their ſeveral purpoſes. -A Policy that they as chein- 


ſelves neceſſitated unto, from .our precedently declaring 
againſt a Popiſh Succeſſor. Which I am very confident, in 


general, they reſent ſo much for noother'reafon, as that-they 
did nor do it firſt themſelves. Whereby they, might have en- 
larg'd, orſpread more their Intereſts than perhaps they believe 
they now can. + And I doubt not, had we firit made. an ex- 
wad we for the Duke, (notwithſtanding his Perſwaſion): their 
Nation had more unverſfally oppos'd it,, than any thing that 


has accru'd from late Tranfa&tions. And in; Conſequence, - 
(as before touch'd) was alofs of opportunity, not calie to be - 


repaird, in being more abſolutely themſelves, whatſoever 
they may pretend to the contrary, or may redound to us on 
the ſame account, whereas miſting of that emergency, they 
muſt be enforcd to be more narrow and fſtraitned 
in their Principles and Managements, whenſoever they umploy 
any Oppoſition againſt England. 
And this cannot at all be doubted, if conſider'd how far 
they ſtand ſway'd and notion'd by the moſt ſtrict Conduct 
of reformed DoCtrine, and which has diſpersd too many 
Seeds to be ſoon clioak'd byany other Method of Devotion. 
From which they can in nomeaſureaſſure thernſclyes of the 
like entireneſs of Defigns, and conſequently Succeſs. For the 
hot Party of Proteſtants being certainly the more numerous, 
and thence the moſt powerful of that Nation, will never ſuffer 
long their hopes to be mutfled;by the proceeding of ſuch 
that tend to more uncertain and difficult attainments; and 
what would in cfte<t bid their Expectations depend upon 


ercater Improbabilitics and Difadyantages, than the eager. 
| | | and 


\ 


_ OO => © ————— 
= a7 
Oo 


 (-93 Wt, 

and neceſſitrous Complex:on of that Pcople will ftand pre- 
par'd ro cndure. - = 1. 

. Thus, though we find at this time the Body of that Stare 
repreſented 1n Parliamefit co be very obſequious to the Dukes 
Intereſt, . et we mult nat look upon theirs Parliaments to be 
ar Et and ſoundneſs of Reſolution, as we prove ours 
to be in England. By reaſon that. Scorch Parliaments, in re- 
ſpect of the general exigents of that People, (and ſuch as fo ve- 
ry often inflame therg-co a Diſcompoſure) inſomuch that 
cheir Repreſentative has not only been ſometimes call'd with- 
out other conſent, than that of thePeople, bur alſo inforc'd to 
comply by altering Conducts and Intereſts ſuitable to the 
moſt prevalent Motives of its Nation; of which there are 
not a few Examples throughout their Hiſtory. 

And indeed, conſidering their Condition of Lite, and the 
Freedom they pretend to, 1t cannot be expected to find them 
Jong in, one Temper ; ar leaſt, ſuch as can bring them no 
greater Aſſurances, than the Dukes perſonalFavours and Con- 
cern can amount to. On which account I cannot but wiſh, 
as I honour his Highneſs, that he would not 'expe&t more 
from them, than they certainly perceive moſt facile for their 
ends. If heſhould, a very great Perſon would ſoon find his 
Condition not at all caſic among them. 

From all which, Sir, you may, 1n ſhort, perceive muchof the 


bottom of the Dukes (Station in Scotland, and how that 


People ſtand as to him,themſelves, and Us,onfeveral accounts: 


With what will looſen, or induce moſt their Temporal com- 


plyance (for to belong fix'd they neither can nor will be) in 
reference to the particulars I haye mention'd. From all which 
I ſhall not ſwell this Letter ſo far, as in it ro predict Conclu- 
ſions. Bur rather chuſe to leave that Perſpective ( ha- 
ving only undertaken to convey your Eye to a ſmall 
Caſement that opens towards the North ) unto your 
more- mature Dcliberation and Science 1n State: Con- 


CErnIments. pj | 
To be ſhort, there is a Critical Conjuncture, that will 


ſoon diſplay irs Effects, I heartily wiſh to the good of both 
Kingdoms. | 


If 


( 10 - == © | 

If my apprehenſions have otherwiſe guided my Con- 

jectures, I ſhall moſt readily Congrarulate the miſtake of 

my Suppoſitions ; though, as yet, 1 do not. perceive 2 

probability of: thgr failurc. Thus, Sir, accordi g 00 your 
Hh 


deſires, I have given you a brief view, as 1t. hes' with 
my. underſtanding, of ſuch Occurrences as ſeem nor a little 
co Influence the Aﬀairs of the Scottiſh Nation: © Andreſt, 


Your Servant, © 
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